Patients and methods

PATIENTS
We studied 23 patients with systemic connective tissue diseases who were treated with azathioprine at the medical department TTA, University Hospital, Copenhagen. The table gives the data on patients. All had normal kidney function as measured by serum creatinine.
TREATMENT
The table and the figure give the characteristics of azathioprine treatment. For all patients the dose of azathioprine was unchanged during the study period. As well as azathioprine, 13 patients received prednisone throughout the study and six patients received non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Otherwise the patients received no drugs known to affect disease activity or metabolism of azathioprine.
RESPONSE TO TREATMENT
As the design of the study was retrospective and the clinical response to azathioprine was not uniformly registered, it was not possible to assess reliably the response to azathioprine treatment. The correlations between erythrocyte accumulation of 6TGN and the following The prevalence of myelotoxicity was low. When all patients were included, the median platelet count was 288 x 109/l, the median white blood cell count 6 4x l09/l, the median absolute neutrophil count 4 
